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In the Pātaka Whenua portal, you can submit an application to the Māori Land Court 

regardless of whether you are a registered or guest user.  

After logging in, registered users are able to save, close, and come back to the application 

submission at a later time. Guest users do not have this option and entered application details 

will not be saved when leaving the page. 

 

Step 1 

In your web browser, visit the Māori Land Court website www.māorilandcourt.govt.nz and click 

the green tab in the top right area labelled“Pātaka Whenua – our online portal”. 
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Step 1 

Guest users: Get started by clicking “Submit an application” on the Pātaka Whenua portal. 

 

Registered users: After logging into Pātaka Whenua, click on “Application”. 

 

Step 2 

To begin, use the drop-down box provided and select the type of application you would like to 

submit. Note there is the option to use the General Form of Application if your application does 

not fit the other types shown. 

 

TIP:  Registered users who have saved an  
application to continue later, can open it  
from the  Unsubmitted  tab on this page. 

Submitting an application 
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Step 3 

Once you have selected the application type, the name of the application will display underneath 

the drop-down box, along with the filing fee (for most options). Click “Start Application” to begin.  

 

If you selected a General Form of Application: After pressing Start Application, you will have 

another drop-down box to select the appropriate application type for the General Form.  

 

If your application type is not listed, you will need to complete a manual application form. 

The forms are available to print via the Māori Land Court website. A link to this is also provided 

in the banner shown above the selection box. Any applications completed outside of the Pātaka 

Whenua portal can be submitted to the Māori Land Court either in person, by post, or by email.  
 

Step 4 

The application process can be slightly different depending on what application you have 

selected. Most follow this general order when working through the online portal submission:  

• Introduction 

• Applicant Details 

• Application Details 

• Hearing Schedule (if relevant or other application specific section) 

• Upload Documents 

• Application Summary 

• Payment 

• Confirmation 

At the top of the screen is a progress bar. This helps you know how many sections of the 

application there are to complete and how far through the process you are. An example is shown 

below.

 

TIP:  If you selected the wrong application type, click the   
red bin   icon to remove the selection before choosing again. 

https://www.māorilandcourt.govt.nz/en/our-application-process/come-in-apply-to-the-court/application-forms/
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Step 5 

When you are ready to proceed, scroll down and click “Continue” in the lower right corner. 

 

As you continue through the form, you can use the progress bar to track where in the application 

process you are at. When a section of the application is completed, a tick icon will appear. 

 
  

Below the progress  

bar is the introduction  

information for your  

application, it includes:   

  

•  the application  

type,   

  

•  all the steps for  

this application,   

  

•  an indication of    

the fees,   

  

•  files or details    

you may need,   

  

•  fee waiver  

information. 
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Step 6 

Your application submission will begin with the Applicant details section. Here you will need to 

fill in the requested details using the boxes provided.  

You can add multiple applicants if needed by clicking the “Add applicant” button. If you have 

multiple applicants, make sure the Primary applicant box is ticked for the correct person. To 

remove an applicant, click the red bin icon. 

After scrolling down to fill in all the required details, click “Continue” to move to the next section. 

 
 

Step 7 

Next in the Application details section, you will be asked to provide specific information relevant 

to the application type you are filing. The requested information will vary between application 

types. Below is an example only of this section for an application to Amend a name in the court 

record.

 
 

Once you have filled in the required details for your application type, scroll down and click 

“Continue” to move to the next section. 

TIP:  Any fields with a red asterisk  *   
must be filled in. 
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Step 8 

If your application has a Hearing details section, you can select the District and Preferred place 

of hearing using the drop-down boxes provided. An example is shown below. 

 

When you are ready, scroll down and click “Continue” again.  

Your application type may have other sections specifically relevant to it. As before, fill in 

any requested details for these sections before clicking “Continue”. 

Step 9 

Once you have reached the Upload documents section, you can upload relevant documents to 

the application. An example of this section is shown below. To add a document, click “Upload 

document(s)” in the box with the appropriate category for your file. 

 

This will open a pop-up window, you can either  

drag and drop your file into the area at the top  

of the box, or click the  “Select file”  button to  

locate the file on your computer/device.  

Once you are ready, click the  “Attach”  button  

to upload the file.  

You are able to add multiple files to each  

category by selecting multiple files, dragging  

and dropping multiple files, or by repeating the  

upload process.  

Once you have finished uploading your  

documents, scroll down and click “Submit” . 

TIP:  Any category with a red asterisk  *   
requires a document to be uploaded. 
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Step 10 

The online form will now display the Application Summary page where you can check the 

information you have entered. Use the tabs along the green bar to view all the information.  

You will see that the top progress bar has updated to reflect the final steps needed to submit the 

application.  

 
 

Step 11 

If you find a mistake while reviewing the Application Summary, click on the green pencil icon to 

make the necessary amendments, then click “Submit”. 
 

 
 

 

Once you have reviewed the summary page, scroll down and click “Continue” in the lower right 

corner. 
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Step 12 

Now on the Declaration page, you will need to provide a digital signature. Depending on your 

device/computer type, use either your mouse, finger, or electronic pen to sign your name in the 

pale green box.  

When you add a signature in the box, the words Accept and Clear will appear. If you need to 

redo the signature, click the word “Clear” to reset the box. Once you are happy with the signature 

you have added, click the word “Accept”. 

After accepting the signature, make sure to tick the box to agree to the terms and conditions, 

then click “Continue” in the lower right corner. 

 
 

Step 13 

Following this, the Payment details section will prompt you to indicate whether or not you wish 

to apply for a fee waiver for the application’s filing fees. 

 

If you select Yes: 

The page will display fields to fill 

in for the fee waiver application. 

Applying for a fee waiver will 

require a supporting document to 

be uploaded. 

Once you have completed the 

required fields for the fee waiver 

application, scroll down and click 

“Submit Application”.  

First-name Last-name 
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If you select No: 

A pop-up box will ask you for 

confirmation that you are ready 

to proceed with the payment. 

Selecting “Submit” will prompt 

the Payment Checkout area to 

display. Enter your payment 

details and press “Submit”.  

Once the payment has been 

approved, click the red “Next” 

button. 

A green banner will display a 

confirmation that the transaction 

was successful. You can now 

click “Submit Application” in 

the lower right corner. 

 

On the final screen, check the name in the Payment Made By box is correct, you can change it 

if you need to. Select whether or not you would like to receive a copy of the receipt by email. If 

you select yes, enter your email address in the box provided. Once you are ready, click “Submit”. 

 

First-name Last-name 
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Step 14 

After submitting the application, a green banner will confirm the submission and provide you with 

your application reference number. 

 


